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FROM PASTOR’S DESK 

APR I L  2024  

Easter People 
Jesus showed the disciples what would happen: 

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 

things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.  

Matthew 16:21 

He said it to them: 

22 As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be delivered 

into the hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they 

were greatly distressed.  

Matthew 17:22-23 

And again he said it to them: 

18 [Jesus said:] “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the 

chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver him over to the Gentiles 

to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.”  

Matthew 20:18-19 

And again: 

21 [Jesus] strictly charged and commanded [His disciples] to tell this to no one, 22 saying, “The Son 

of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and on the third day be raised.”  

Luke 9:21-22 

The chief priests and the Pharisees knew about it: 

63 [The chief priests and the Pharisees] said [to Pilate], “Sir, we 

remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After 

three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made 

secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him 

away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the 

last fraud will be worse than the first.”  

Matthew 27:63-64 

Jesus clearly explained what was coming: 

31 And taking the twelve, [Jesus] said to them, “See, we are 

going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the 

Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32 For he will 

be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and 

shamefully treated and spit upon. 33 And after flogging him, 

they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.”  

Luke 18:31-33 
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 The men (angels!) at the tomb reminded the women at the tomb that Easter morning of what Jesus had said: 

6 [The men at the tomb said:] “He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was 

still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified 

and on the third day rise.”  

Luke 24:6-7 

And then, even after He had risen, Jesus said it again to the disciples on the road to Emmaus: 

45 Then [Jesus] opened [the disciples’] minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it 

is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 

Luke 24:45-47 

And if that weren’t enough, Peter was led to explain it to the everyone in Cornelius’ house: 

39 [Peter said to those in Cornelius’ house:] We are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of 

the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on 

the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God 

as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  

Acts 10:39-41 

Paul, too, reminded the Corinthians of what Jesus had said: 

3 [Paul wrote to the Corinthians:] I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.  

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

Today, I remind you again of what we have just confessed in our Holy Week and Easter worship services: Jesus was 

crucified. Jesus died. Jesus has risen! And in Him we have forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  

We are “Easter people.” Every Sunday we gather in worship to be reminded of this basic truth: our salvation is found 

in Jesus Christ, who was given into death so that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. We 

reflect this truth into the world. We live as “Easter people.”  

As you go out into the world and interact with folks, my prayer is that they would see Jesus’ light reflecting in you 

and through you; that they would wonder about the hope that is in you, and maybe even ask about it so that you can 

introduce them to the One who died and rose again for them! What a blessing to live under our gracious Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ!  

 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! ALLELUIA! 

In HIS Service, 
Pr. Longman 
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FROM THE OFFICE 

Any information you need put into our  

weekly NEWS & NOTES needs to be  

submitted to the office by NOON  

on WEDNESDAY of each week.  

 

Any information you’d like put into  

the CLARION is due to the office by  

NOON on the 15th of every month. 

Holy Trinity Office  

(479) 636-1135 

office @holytrin.org 

Pastor Longman, Senior Pastor 

elongman@holytrin.org 

Pastor Mike (Meyer), Associate Pastor 

mmeyer@holytrin.org 

Tabby Michaelson, Office Admin 

tabby@holytrin.org 

Krista Malone, Office Assistant 

krista@holytrin.org 

FOOD PANTRY 

Tuesday-Friday  

2 pm- 4 pm 
 

PASTOR’S CARE FUND 

Thursday & Friday  

2 pm- 4 pm  
 

GENERAL OFFICE HOURS 

Monday-Friday   

9 am - 4 pm  
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2023 EDITION 

HOLY TRINITY NEWS 

HTY HANGOUTS - APRIL 

Calling all youth, mark those calendars! Join Pastor Mike and Pastor 

Longman for coffee on Tuesday, April 9th from 4:30-5:30 pm at Onyx in 

Rogers and on Tuesday, April 23rd from 4:30-5:30 pm at Heroes Coffee in 

downtown Bentonville! Keep an eye out for the HTY Café for Unity Sunday 

on April 21st! 

CHURCH BUS - UPDATE! 

We offer rides to our Sunday services in the church van. The van does NOT 

have wheelchair access so riders will need to be able to get in and out with 

a hand from the driver. Ted & Erin Reinker have moved out of state, so if 

you are interested in getting a ride to Church on Sunday, contact Paul Belviy 

at (501) 412-1482! 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church has an Endowment Fund which receives gifts 
and bequests that are invested in long-term high-quality stocks, bonds, and 
CD’s. Interest, dividends, and unrealized long-term gains from these 
investments may be used to support Christian Education, Outreach 
Programs, Scholarships (seminarians), capital Building and Ground 
improvements, Youth programs, Church Music, Technology and Building 
Fund(s). The income from these investments can also be used, with Voter 
approval, to support ministry projects such as Grants for world mission 
projects, Mid-South District projects, Disaster Relief projects and grants to 
LMCS colleges and affiliated ministries’ principle or the original gifts are not 
used to support the aforementioned activities but only the capital gains and 
interest, the principle remains to continue producing additional monies to 
support Holy Trinity Lutheran Church growth and teaching the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

2024 PRINTED CHURCH DIRECTORY 
A new Church directory will be published in June. The FINAL DATE to 
submit an updated photo and/or information is June 21st. Please forward 
your updates to Toni Shane at directory@holytrin.org. 
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On behalf of the Parents’ Day Out Advisory Board, Teachers and Students, I want 
to say a big thank you to you all for your generosity during PDO Celebration 
Month! You gave us about $500 in cash through the flowers fundraiser and what 
we estimate to be $1000 worth of items. I personally am so grateful to all of you 
for giving us what we need for this ministry to flourish.  
 
The Caterpillars, Butterflies and Fireflies had a fun and love-filled February! They 
celebrated kindness and generosity on February 13th exchanging Valentines and 
enjoying strawberries and whipped cream as a Valentine’s Day treat.  
 
Ms. Emma Coulter has been teaching music classes on Tuesday and the children 
love it! They are singing, dancing and wiggling with scarves, egg shakers and a 
parachute. We are looking forward to a performance celebrating the risen Jesus 
and stewardship of the earth, on April 4th!  
 
This summer we will have a summer camp for children in grades K-4. Each week 
we will have a different theme for stories, art and activities. We are able to be 
flexible with this summer camp, so families can choose which weeks they would 
like to sign up for at the beginning of each month.  
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NURSERY ROLL 

Attention all parents of ‘littles’ under age 3, we have restarted our Nursery 

Roll Ministry. We would like to share booklets, Bibles, and small children’s 

books for parents to read with their child. The Enduring Faith Beginnings 

booklets and materials are designed to help our new parents share the love 

of Jesus from birth through the first three years of life. This will primarily be 

a “mailing ministry” and is funded by the church’s education ministry. If you 

would like to add your child to the Nursery Roll, please contact the church 

office or Melinda Miller at themillers2@cox.net or (479) 295-2978. 

VBS 2024 - UPDATED! 

Mark your calendars for July 21-25! We are already working on Vacation 

Bible School! Please be praying about how God can use YOU to help with 

this important outreach! 

1517 Regional Conference  2024 - May 3-4 

This two-day conference in beautiful downtown Bentonville, Arkansas, 

will be full of speakers, music, and fellowship that will point you back to 

the limitless grace of God found in the gospel of Jesus Christ over and 

over. Don’t miss this opportunity to rest and rejoice in the good news of 

all that God has done for us. 

There will be a Podcast Pre-Conference this year on Friday, May 3rd, 

beginning at 12:30 pm at the RECORD, right across the street from  

the Meteor Guitar Gallery, where sessions will be held.  

See https://holytrin.link/RC2024 for more information! 

 

NEW LADIES BIBLE STUDY BEGINNING APRIL  

Attention ladies! April 28th we will begin a new Bible Study from the 
book “Pew Sisters” by Katie Schuermann. In this 12 week study we will 
follow the actual experiences of 12 different women who have had to 
deal with things like alcoholism, postpartum depression, and cancer. 
With faith and the help of fellow sisters in Christ these ladies found 
peace in their lives. The purpose of this study is to encourage and build 
up the faith of others. For this study Peggy Jones, Debbie Studyvin, and 
Toni Shane take turns as your leader. Please join us as we delve into this 
new study. Books will be needed. They are available new and used from a 
variety of resources including Amazon, Thrift Books, CPH, Christian 
Books, and Walmart! 
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UNITY SUNDAY - APRIL 21ST 

Mark your calendars for our first Unity Sunday of 2024! Sunday, April 

21st we will worship on the following schedule: 

8:45am - Bible Study/Sunday School 

10 am - Worship with Communion 

11:30 am - HTY Café 

12 pm - Voters’ Assembly 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE BUNK BED BUILD 

Our Outreach Ministry Team will be hosting a spring Bunk Bed Build 

here at Holy Trinity Lutheran on Saturday, April 27th beginning at 

9:30 am. We recommend coming a littler earlier to get paperwork 

signed and oriented. Lunch will be provided and we hope to be finished 

building around noon. We will need some help cleaning up after as well. 

More more information, contact Bryan Evans (816) 769-8110. 

YOUTH AND FAMILY GAME DAY 

Growing in Grace Youth Sunday School will be holding a fun event for 

our kids and their families immediately following late service on 

Sunday, April 7th! We will have several games for all to enjoy and ask 

that you bring an appetizer to share! If you have any questions, contact 

Kati Evans! 

PINOCHLE 

Friday, April 12th will be our next date for playing cards. Hopefully you 

have your calendar marked and will be ready to help set up at 6:00 pm 

and get cards in your hand for play at 6:30. Don’t forget to bring a little 

something to share for a snack. Looking forward to seeing everyone and 

perhaps a few new faces! 
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Back in the day, high school letterman jackets were a bigger deal. Almost everyone got one if they 

could. You knew where people went to high school by their jackets. You knew the colors and the 

letters.  

 

Some sports received more than letters. Some got medals, too. Good wrestlers especially jingled as 

they walked, their accomplishments heralding their arrival. Every day was leg day with such a jack-

et. I had a few medals, but no one heard me coming. My legs didn’t work too hard.  

 

Imagine if sinners got a letterman jacket. Imagine if we got medals for every sin. Imagine how we’d 

jingle with shame. Imagine how weighed down we’d be. How would we stand, let alone walk? We 

would be recognized everywhere we went. Everyone would know who we were, what we were. 

There would be no hiding. There would be no running away. There would be no standing tall. Our 

jackets would weigh too much.  

 

Those who know me know I’m very picky about hymns. I can’t read music, but I don’t let that get in 
my way. I’m hard to please. I think one of the hymns people would be surprised I like is “What 
Wondrous Love Is This.” It has two obvious knocks against it: it’s repetitive, and it might tempt you 
to sway. I let that slide in this instance, however. I look forward to singing it in Lent. The second 
verse comes to mind: 

“When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul” (Christian Worship 526).  
 

Sin is a heavy thing to bear. Its jacket is shame, its medals are guilt. Shame might not hit us as it 
used to, so that the prophet could say of us, too, that we’ve forgotten how to blush (Jer. 6:15). But I 
think it’s making a comeback, even if we blush at the wrong things. No one wants to be cringe or 
canceled. We might call shame embarrassment, but we still know what it is.  
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 I don’t think guilt is going anywhere, either. Whole industries are built around it. The question is 

whether we feel it about the right things, things that are greater than plastic straws or political alle-

giances. Guilt is a powerful thing, and misplaced guilt is a dangerous thing. 

 

Sin is a heavy thing to bear because it does so much harm, even the seemingly hidden sins or those 

that don’t seem to hurt anyone. Sin offends God, wrongs my neighbor, and attacks my human dig-

nity. Every sin is a sin against God, and every sin is a sin against myself. I was created for more than 

sin. And yet, here I am, with my heavy letterman jacket and all my medals, sinking down, Christ 

came to save sinners. He came to save them while they were still weak. He came to save the un-

godly. He came to save them while they were still his enemies. Are you a sinner? Excellent! Christ 

came for you. Are you ungodly? I’ve good news for you! Christ came to reconcile you to God.  

 

This isn’t an easy thing to believe, which is why the gift of faith is required. Our jacket is heavy. Our 

medals preach. It’s hard to bear up, to stand. Christ, however, got cold, so to speak. He needed a 

jacket. He needed that jacket because he loves sinners but can’t leave them that way. He’s taken 

your jacket and given you a robe with a yoke that’s easy and light.  

 

The sick need a doctor, not the healthy. The Great Physician came for you. The righteous may not 

need forgiveness, but sinners do. Christ came to take your sins away. The godly don’t need a God, 

but the ungodly do. Christ came to be your God. Scarcely will one die for a righteous person. Even 

more scarcely will one die for a sinner. But Christ did just that for you.  

 

Your sins are more than you can bear. Stop trying to carry them. There’s no need to blush anymore, 

no need to try to jingle away. Stand in grace through faith. Stand in grace from Christ through faith 

in Christ. Stand fast, knowing that your legs have pierced feet to buoy them. You are a sumo wres-

tler in Christ.  

 

Are you sick of that jacket? I know I am. What sense would it make to try to get it back now that 

Christ has taken it away? Wear your robe with joy, woven as if part of your skin, so light you might 

develop a spring in your step even in suffering.  

 

What’s left after that? I’ll tell you what the hymn says: 

“To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing; to God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to 
the Lamb, who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, while millions 
join the theme, I will sing.”sinking down, beneath God’s righteous frown. 

 

 

About the Contributor | Wade Johnston 
Wade Johnston has degrees from Martin Luther College, Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Central Michigan University, and Erasmus 
University Rotterdam. He serves as Assistant Professor of Theology at Wisconsin Lutheran College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and 
served for ten years in parish ministry in Saginaw, Michigan. He one of the hosts of the 1517 Podcast, "Let the Bird Fly," and has au-
thored several books including, "A Path Strewn with Sinners" and "An Uncompromising Gospel."  

Johnston, Wade. “A Robe That Won’t Weigh You Down.” 1517, 1517, 12 Mar. 2024, www.1517.org/articles/a-robe-that-wont-weigh-
you-down. 
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Lutheran Service Book | Prayers for Worship | Before Confession and Absolution 



HTLC Clarion April Page 15  

 

PASTORS’ CARE FUND 

FEED MY SHEEP 
 Total Households = 43 

 

Adults (18-60) = 79 

Children (0-17) = 32 

Senior Citizens (61+) = 20 

Other (Unknown) = 1 

February 2024 

Food Pantry Statistics 

February 2024 

These disbursements are from money designated for  

the Pastors’ Care Fund. Your contributions bring a tremendous 

relief to your neighbors who are in difficult circumstances. 

Total Households = 42 

 

Utility Help = 9 

Rent/Mortgage = 10 

Motel = 22 

Transportation = 1 

Other = 0 
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 Birthdays 
1 Ava Bowers 8 Rich Rumpf 18 Audrey Bracht 

 Ben Blaske 9 Kaleb Stracar-Pinoski 20 Donna Meyer  

 Kelly Faust 10 Zachary Sanders  Ruth Farquhar 

2 Justin McCarver 11 Connie Heintz  Andrew Boyd 

3 Adam Blake  Spike Hermes 22 Annette Garling 

 Zachary Gust 12 Todd Kruempel 23 Dianne Gliedt 

4 Jane Means  Betty Mayer 24 Kori Bracht 

 Ashley VonRee 15 Riley Fanning 26 Aubrey Vickers 

 Melvin Kvamso  Harry Gibson  Kevin Brockhoff 

 Jennifer Wolgast  Amber Kvamso  Gayle Brewer 

6 Kati Evans 16 Jenna Anderson 29 Gabe Miller 

 Ted Reinker  Rev. John Lindner  Lauren Hartwig 

 Caden Adams  Ainsley Studyvin  Jeanne Meyer 

 Marlan Wahl 17 Kelsey Byrd 30 Michael Wahl 

 Erik Kvamso  Daniel Schroeder  Jan Wildenborg 

7 Mildred Cearley 18 Abbey Griffin   

Anniversaries 

1 Nadir & Stephany Franco 16 David & Mary Frevert 

7 Tommy & Melissa Black 17 Rob & Kathy Dickerson 

9 Gilbert & Helen Campbell 20 Daniel & Cherrilyn Schroeder 

13 Brent & Libby Garner 30 Sam & Kathy Welborn 

 Kenneth & Donna Meyer   

April 
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SERVING IN APRIL 2024 
  

  

  

  

  

  

APRIL 7 

(EASTER 2) 

APRIL 14 

(EASTER 3) 

APRIL 21 

(UNITY SUNDAY) 

APRIL 28 

(EASTER 5) 

READERS   

8:00 AM KAREN LAUNDERVILLE JOHN JENKINS -- ELAINE LAUNDERVILLE 

10:45 AM PAM PICKETT JEANNE MEYER WALT HEYNE DAVE LEHENBAUER 

GREETERS  

8:OO AM 
MIKE & LISA 

NELSON 

DAVID & MARY  

FREVERT 
-- 

RICH RUMPF & 

MARIAN VENENGA 

10:45 AM 
BRENT & LIBBY 

GARNER 
LEE & ELAINE 

LANDAUER 

DAVE & WENDIE 

FERGUSON 

JOHN & KATHLEEN 

THOMPSON 

MEDIA  

8:00 AM BETH KIKOEN DAVID HEINTZ -- BETH KIKOEN 

10:45 AM COOPER MEYER ZACHARY GUST JOHN JENKINS JEAN GREGESICH 

STREAMING NATHAN DUNCAN OWEN WINTERES NATHAN DUNCAN OWEN WINTERS 

LEAD COUNTERS 
MAC MACGOWAN & 

HT MEANS 

MAC MACGOWAN & 

HT MEANS 

FRED & SHIRLEY  

LEWIS 

FRED & SHIRLEY 

LEWIS 

LAWN CARE TEAM 1 (GAS) TEAM 2 TEAM 3 (EDGING) TEAM 4 

 
ALTAR GUILD BETH KIKOEN & KRISTA MALONE 
ELDERS  8:00 AM – DAVE FERGUSON  

     10:45 AM – DUANE WRIGHT 
USHERS  8:00 AM – TEAM B 

(RAY ESCHENBURG, JAMES HARTMANN, JOHN AUGUSTINE, STEVE MOELLER, LOU HOLTZ) 

     10:45 AM – TEAM D 
(JIM WILLIAMS, DON BRACHT, BOB BAUER, AUBREY VICKERS) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 
1 
PASTORS’ DAY OFF 

2 
2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

6:30 PM ELDERS 

3 
12 PM NEWS & NOTES DUE 
2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 
5:30 PM CONFIRMATION 

4 
10 AM PDO CONCERT 

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

5  

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

6  
9 AM NWA LWML 

SPRING RALLY 

 

7 EASTER 2 

(FEED MY SHEEP) 

8 AM COMMUNION 

9:30 AM EDUCATION/BELLS 

10:45 AM COMMUNION 

12-2 PM FAMILIES LUNCH 

AND GAMES! 

8  

PASTORS’ DAY OFF 
TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE 
 
 

 

9 
2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

6:30 PM COUNCIL 

 

 

10  

12 PM NEWS & NOTES DUE 

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

5:30 PM CONFIRMATION 

 

 

 

11  

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

12  

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

6 PM CARDS 

 

 

 

13 

 

14 EASTER 3 

8 AM WORSHIP 

9:30 AM EDUCATION/BELLS 

10:45 AM WORSHIP 

 

 

 

15 

PASTORS’ DAY OFF 
12 PM CLARION DUE 
 
 
 

16 
2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

 

17  

12 PM NEWS & NOTES DUE 

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

5:30 PM CONFIRMATION 

 

 

 

18  

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

 

19 

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

 
 

 

20 
1 PM AMELIA GUTCHE 

BRIDAL SHOWER 

 

21 UNITY SUNDAY 

8:45 AM - EDUCATION 

10:30 AM - COMMUNION 

11:30 AM - HTY CAFÉ 

12 PM - VOTERS’ 

 

 

22 
PASTORS’ DAY OFF 

 

 

23 
2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

24  

12 PM NEWS & NOTES DUE 

2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

5:30 PM CONFIRMATION 

 

25  
2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

 

 

 

26  
2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 

27  
9:30 AM SHP BUNK BED 

BUILD 

 

 

       

28 EASTER 5 

8 AM WORSHIP 

9:30 AM EDUCATION/BELLS 

10:45 AM WORSHIP 

 

        

29 
PASTORS’ DAY OFF 
 

30  
2-4 PM FOOD PANTRY 
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church | Rogers, Arkansas 


